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How CFC Helped Me: Hope for Other Families

Marcia D. Jay, U.S. Army Garrison Rock Island Arsenal

I am charity to American Cancer Society for memory of my mother.  When I learned she diagnosis with breast cancer in 1997 & brain tumor in 1998.  My mother and I are close because I’m last daughter.  I was told that I can’t be around my mother because I have common cold.  I couldn’t get over my cold to visit my mother in the hospital.

Everyday, all of my brothers & sister visit my mother in the hospital when she in coma for 3 days had not wake up.  My third sister was with her when she wakes up and my mother asked “where’s my baby daughter – give her a hug” and my sister reply to her “I’m here” then my mother said “No, Marcia”.  My sister told her that I have a cold which I can’t be around so she won’t get sicker.  
That happens before I came to the hospital.  I felt guilty that I couldn’t be around her.  I wish I was well to be there for her as she did to me.

My family spent more time with her during Christmas of 1998.  When she home which most of my family member take turn to take care of her. On Valentine day, I finally give her hug with single rose which she loves.  She has asked if she can hold her last grandchild which is my son who is 8 months old that time.  My family always shared memories what she has done for us.  
I am supporting others family members also.  My second sister has small tumor removed last year on left side of her stomach, two months ago a tumor removed in her left breast, and last month she went in check her right breast also removed small tumor.  As far as she told me that she is cancer free.  
My sister & I are close because she always there for me.  I have been keep contact with her how she is doing.  I don’t want to lose her.  
And I have another one is my husband’s nephew who diagnosis with cancer also in week before his 20th birthday.  

I am praying for both of them in my thoughts.  I hope this will help them in the future as they needed.  Also, goes out to other family members in the world.  I hope this will help me too in the future.

